Who is Satan? Why does he battle against us?

His identity is made clear —

Revelation 12:9
And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and
Satan, who deceives the whole world...

Satan is the devil, and he is the serpent who has been here since the beginning in Genesis; he
was the source of the deception and temptation that led the woman, and then Adam, to sin—

Genesis 3:1-6

Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had
made. And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of every tree
of the garden'?" 2 And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the
trees of the garden; 3 but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God
has said, 'You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die."" 4 Then the serpent
said to the woman, "You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6 So when
the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a
tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her
husband with her, and he ate.

And the devil is powerful, lest we forget —

Luke 4:5-6

And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.
6 And the devil said to Him, "I will give You all this domain and its glory; for it has been
handed over to me, and | give it to whomever | wish.”

He is the owner and ruler of all the kingdoms of the world, for they have been given to him (for
a time). He is the ruler and god of this world —

1John 5:19
We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.

Acts 26:18

...to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion
of Satan to God, in order that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance
among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.
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John 14:30
[Jesus speaking] "I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of the world is
coming, and he has nothing in Me...

2 Corinthians 4:3-4

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

His agenda is contrary to God’s agenda, for God created man to rule in Satan’s stead —

Hebrews 2:5-10

For He has not put the world to come (Greek noun ‘oikoumene,’ meaning “the
inhabited world”), of which we speak, in subjection to angels. 6 But one testified in a
certain place, saying: "What is man that You are mindful of him, or the son of man that
You take care of him? 7 You have made him a little lower than the angels; You have
crowned him with glory and honor, and set him over the works of Your hands. 8 You
have put all things in subjection under his feet" [quote of Psalm 8:3-6]. For in that He
[God] put all in subjection under him [man], He [God] left nothing that is not put under
him [man]. But now we do not yet see all things put under him [man]. 9 But we see
Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned
with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone. 10
For it was fitting for Him [Jesus], for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in
bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through
sufferings.

And so we Christians battle against Satan and his angels who dwell in the heavenlies —

Ephesians 6:11-12

Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of
the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces
of wickedness in the heavenly places.

And the battle is over positions in a kingdom —

Romans 8:16-19

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if
children, then heirs--heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with
Him, that we may also be glorified together. 18 For | consider that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in
us. 19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the
sons of God.
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Revelation 3:20-21

20 [Jesus speaking to the church] “Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if anyone
hears My voice and opens the door, | will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he
with Me. 21 He who overcomes, | will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne,
as | also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.”

Ephesians 3:8-11

8 To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the
unfathomable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light what is the administration of the
mystery which for ages has been hidden in God, who created all things; 10 in order that
the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the
rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was in accordance with the
eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord...

Satan seeks to stop this administration change from happening, for if he can stop the many
“sons” being “brought to glory” he believes that he can keep them from ascending the throne
as fellow heirs with the Son of Man and Son of God (Jesus), and by doing so he can retain his
throne. Therefore, he is fierce in his determination to overcome those who would be
overcomers —

1 Peter 5:6-10

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at
the proper time, 7 casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you. 8 Be of
sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour. 9 But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same
experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.
10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to
His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.

But Satan has already been judged, and his sentence is clear and foreordained—

John 12:31
[Jesus speaking] "Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world shall be
cast out.”

Revelation 20:1-10 [depicting a scene yet future, when Jesus returns]

And | saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key of the abyss and a great
chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil
and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 3 and threw him into the abyss, and
shut it and sealed it over him, so that he should not deceive the nations any longer, until
the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short
time. 4 And | saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them.
And | saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus
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and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his
image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; and
they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did
not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection.
6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the
second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign
with Him for a thousand years.

7 And when the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, 8
and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog
and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of
the seashore. 9 And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the
camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured
them. 10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented
day and night forever and ever.

Ezekiel 28:12-19 (KJV — most accurate tense usage)

Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith
the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. 13 Thou
hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the
sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the
emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes
was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created. 14 Thou art the anointed
cherub that covereth; and | have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God;
thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. 15 Thou wast perfect in
thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. 16 By the
multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou
hast sinned: therefore | will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and | will
destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.

17 Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by
reason of thy brightness: | will cast thee to the ground, | will lay thee before kings, that
they may behold thee. 18 Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine
iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will | bring forth a fire from the midst
of thee, it shall devour thee, and | will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of
all them that behold thee. 19 All they that know thee among the people shall be
astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.

(For a more detailed look at Satan and his current position, his past fall, and his future demise,

please read the Bible study titled “The Word of the Kingdom” on our Bible Studies page,
specifically Part VI on pages 45-51.)
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