Aion and Aionios: The Word Study Beneath Everything —
The Short Version

Paper 5in a 12 Part Series

by Escape the Mustard Tree

A plain-language companion to Paper 5. Everything here is worked out at length there, with the
Greek, the objections, and the sources.

One Greek word under two English ones

Open almost any page of the New Testament that speaks of what lies ahead and you'll find the
word "eternal" or "everlasting." Eternal life. Everlasting punishment. Eternal glory, the eternal
inheritance, the everlasting kingdom.

Here's something most readers never notice. Those are two English words, but behind them stands
one Greek word: aionios. John 3:15 says "eternal life." John 3:16, one verse later, says "everlasting
life." The Greek is identical. What changed was the translator's pen, not the apostle's.

And that one word is built on a noun, aion, which means age — a stretch of time with a beginning
and an end.

English builds adjectives the same way. A rock is a rock, and rocky ground is ground that has rocks
in it. Hair is hair, and a hairy arm is an arm with hair on it. So if aion means age, then agionios means
of the age — belonging to it, measured by it.

That is the whole study in one line. Where your Bible says "eternal," the apostles wrote a word that
means of the age.

What an age is

Scripture doesn't leave us guessing. It names two ages and sets them side by side. Jesus said that
speaking against the Holy Spirit "will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come"
(Matt. 12:32). Two periods, one after the other.

This age has a ruler, and it has an end. Paul names the ruler: "the god of this age," the one who
"has blinded" men's minds so the light of the gospel won't reach them (2 Cor. 4:4). And Jesus,
explaining the wheat and the tares, said "the harvest is the end of the age" (Matt. 13:39); His
disciples later asked Him outright what the sign would be "of the end of the age" (Matt. 24:3). The
ruler tells you what kind of age you're living in. The ending is what makes it an age at all.

The age to come is the thousand-year reign of Christ. Moses gave the measure — "a thousand
years in Your sight Are like yesterday when it is past" (Ps. 90:4) — and Peter applied it: "with the
Lord one day is as a thousand years" (2 Pet. 3:8). Lay that over the six days of work and the seventh
of rest in Genesis, and you get six thousand years of God restoring ruined man, then a thousand
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years of rest. Revelation names that thousand years six times in seven verses (Rev. 20:2-7), and
Hebrews says it hasn't come yet: "There remains therefore a rest for the people of God" (Heb. 4:9).

So when you read "of the age," there's a specific age in view. Not a vague forever. A kingdom, with
a date.

The verse where the translators ran out of room

If aionios meant "without end," you could translate it that way every single time. You can't, and the
translators knew it.

Look at Titus 1:2. The word appears twice in one verse:

"in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began"

"Eternal life" is aionios. And "before time began" is the same word — literally, before the aionios
times. Nobody can write "before eternal times," because nothing comes before eternity. So halfway
through a single verse the translators quietly dropped "eternal" and wrote something else.

Read it with one meaning and the whole verse holds: Paul serves in hope of the life of the age,
which God promised before the ages began to run. The same thing happens at 2 Timothy 1:9 and
Romans 16:25.

"Forever" and "never" hide the same word

The noun does this too. Scripture has a fixed phrase, eis ton giona, which means "unto the age."
Your Bible almost always renders it "forever," and when it's negated, "never."

Watch what that does. Jonah, praying from inside the fish, said, "The earth with its bars closed
behind me forever" (Jonah 2:6) — and he was in there three days. Hannah promised to leave
Samuel at the tabernacle "forever" (1 Sam. 1:22), then explained six verses later what she meant:
"as long as he lives" (1 Sam. 1:28). Paul said he would "never again eat meat" rather than trip up a
brother (1 Cor. 8:13), and the King James translators, who normally wrote "forever," rendered it
"while the world standeth."

Nobody thinks Jonah meant eternity. The word means the span that matters here — a lifetime, a
generation, three days in the dark, an age.

Now read the famous promises with that in hand. "Will never thirst" (John 4:14). "He will live
forever" (John 6:51). "They shall never perish" (John 10:28). Every one of those is the same phrase:
unto the age. They're promises measured against the kingdom that's coming, not descriptions of a
transaction that closed the day you believed.

But isn't God called eternal?

He is, in Romans 16:26 — "the everlasting God." And this is where people assume the case
collapses. If the word means "of the age," does that shrink God down to a time slot?
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No, and English shows you why every day.

A musical evening is an evening full of music. A musical director is not a director who is musical —
he's the man set over the music. A criminal act is an act that's criminal. A criminal lawyer isn't a
criminal; he's a lawyer whose work is over criminal matters.

Same adjective, same meaning, two different relationships. What decides the relationship is the
noun it lands on.

That's exactly what happens here. Eternal life is life filled and measured by the age it belongs to.
The eternal God is the God set over the ages — the God of the ages, who made them through His
Son (Heb. 1:2). Scripture says it outright in the noun elsewhere, calling Him "the King of the ages" (1
Tim. 1:17).

Nobody hears "criminal lawyer" and reaches for handcuffs. And God's freedom from time doesn't
hang on this adjective anyway. It rests where He put it: "I AM WHO | AM" (Exod. 3:14), and "Even
from everlasting to everlasting, You are God" (Ps. 90:2).

So what is "eternal life"?

Here's the payoff. Watch the verbs Scripture attaches to it.

A man inherits it (Matt. 19:29). He lays hold on it (1 Tim. 6:12). He reaps it (Gal. 6:8). He keeps his
soul for it (John 12:25). It's the end of a road (Rom. 6:22), a hope (Titus 3:7), a promise (1 John
2:25), something to be looked for at the Lord's coming (Jude 21).

Not one of those is the language of something already in your pocket. They're all words about
coming into possession of something later.

And Jesus dated it Himself. When Peter asked what those who had left everything would get, Jesus

answered:

"there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children
or lands, for My sake and the gospel's, who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time...
and in the age to come, eternal life" (Mark 10:29-30)
There it is in one sentence: a hundredfold now, and the life of the age then. Jesus puts it in the age
to come because that's where it belongs.

Then what did you receive the day you believed?
Something real, and Scripture gives it its own names.

The Philippian jailer asked, "what must | do to be saved?" and was told, "Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and you will be saved" (Acts 16:30-31). Paul told the Ephesians that God, "even when we
were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)" (Eph.
2:5). He told the Corinthians that anyone in Christ "is a new creation" (2 Cor. 5:17).
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Made alive. A new creation. Saved by believing. That's what happened, it happened once, and
nothing you do afterward reverses it. You are secure.

What Scripture calls "eternal life" is the hope set out in front of a man who already has all that —
the life of the coming kingdom, which he inherits, reaps, and lays hold of.

What this is not

This is not losing your salvation. Nothing here puts your standing with God at risk. That was settled
the day you believed, and it's settled still.

This is not earning your way in. A gift is still a gift when it's inherited. No verse says a man buys the
life of the age or that God owes it to him.

This is not saying God is temporary. He made the ages; a maker isn't trapped inside the thing he
made.

This is not a smaller promise. The life of the age is reigning with Christ in His kingdom. Scripture
never treats that as a consolation prize — it treats it as the thing worth leaving houses and lands
for.

Why this matters
Once "eternal life" means the life of the coming age, a hundred verses stop fighting each other.

All those conditions — reap if we don't lose heart, lay hold on it, be counted worthy of it, keep your
soul for it — can finally mean what they say. You don't have to explain them away, and you don't
have to decide whether the man who failed never believed or believed and lost everything. He
believed. He's God's. What he forfeits is the life of that age.

And the promises get their weight back. John 3:16, John 5:24, John 10:28 stop being proof texts
about one past moment and become what they were written as: promises about a coming
kingdom, made to people who look, hear, believe, follow, and keep on abiding.

Your salvation is secure. The life of the age is your hope. Those are two different things, and the
One who holds both out to you is the King of the ages.

Scripture quotations are from the New King James Version.
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